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But, for lie knew, Ms Title not allow'd,
Would keep him still depending on the Croud :
That Kingly pow'r, thus ebbing out, might be
Drawn to the Dregs of a Democracie.

70.

THE  DUKE   OF   BUCKINGHAM.

George Fillie.rs, second Duke 1628.

Born 1628.   Died 1687.
By   BUR NET.

so The first of these was a man of noble presence. He had
a great liveliness of wit, and a peculiar faculty of turning
all things into ridicule with bold figures and natural
descriptions. He had no sort of literature : Only he was
drawn into ehymistry : And for some years he thought
he was very near the finding the philosopher's stone ;
which had the effect that attends on all such men as he
was, when they are drawn in, to lay out for it. He had
no principles of religion, vertue, or friendship. Pleasure,
frolick, or extravagant diversion was all that he laid to
20 heart. He was true to nothing, for he was not true to
himself. He had no steadiness nor conduct -: He could
keep no secret, nor execute any design without spoiling
it. He could never fix his thoughts, nor govern his estate,
tho> then the greatest in England. He was bred about
the King : And for many years he had a great ascendent
over him : But he spake of him to all persons with that